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SMOOTH AS VELVET NECKLACE 

by Leslie A Pope 
www.twistedsistahbeads.com 

  
 

 
 

The finish of the beads may be smooth, but this design is not ... it’s hot, hot, hot! 

Skill level: Advanced beginner AND UP 

Techniques: familiarity with two-hole beads, ending/adding thread, opening/closing jump rings 

Finished size: 20” circumference, excluding clasp and small pendant 

MATERIALS 

1 gram size 15ᵒ rounds 

13 True2 2mm fire polish rounds 

16 Paisley Duo beads 

28 GemDuos 

50 SuperDuos 

2 VOURKOTI Cymbal™ SuperDuo endings 

4 oval jump rings 

16-20” of chain 

Clasp of choice 

6lb. Fireline™ 

Size 11 and/or 12 beading needle 

Scissors 

Wire cutter 

2 pairs of pliers for jump rings
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TIPS 

Check all holes of any multi-hole beads to make sure the holes are clear before stitching. 
 

Second thread passes are not shown in the illustrations. Be careful not to skip beads when making a 

second thread pass. 
 

If stitching through the 15⁰s becomes difficult with a size 11 needle, switch to a size 12 needle. You do 

not want to break any beads.  

The stringing orientation of the Paisley Duos are designated as wide convex or 

concave and tip convex or concave. 

LARGE COMPONENT 

FIGURE 1 

Step 1. On 1 yard of Fireline, string a 15⁰ and two SuperDuos four times. Sew through all the beads 

once more to form a circle, tie a knot leaving a 3-inch tail to weave in and trim later. Sew through one 

SuperDuo past the knot and step up through the open hole of the same SuperDuo. 

FIGURE 2 

Step 2. String one 15⁰, GemDuo and 15⁰. Sew through the next SuperDuo. String a GemDuo and sew 

through the next SuperDuo. 

Repeat Step 2 three more times. Sew through all the beads again and step up through the open hole of 

the first GemDuo added in this step. 

FIGURE 3 

Step 3. String one 15⁰, a pair of Paisley Duos (convex tips facing) and one 15⁰ and sew through the next 

GemDuo. Repeat seven more times. Sew through all the beads again and step up through the open 

hole of the first Paisley Duo added in this step. 

FIGURE 4 

Step 4. Sew through the next Paisley (concave wide end). String one 15⁰, one GemDuo and one 15⁰, 

and sew through the next two Paisleys (a to b). String a True2 and sew through the next two Paisleys. 

Repeat once more (b to c). 

Step 5. String one 15⁰, one GemDuo and one 15⁰, and sew through the next two Paisleys. String a 

True2 and sew through the next two Paisleys. String one 15⁰, one GemDuo and one 15⁰, and sew 

through the next two Paisleys (c to d). 

Step 6. String one True2 and sew through the next pair of Paisleys. Repeat once more (d to a). Sew 

through all the beads again. Secure thread and trim excess. If you have not done so already, rethread 

tail, weave through a few beads and trim the excess. 

NOTE: The two closest GemDuos will be used to connect to the medium components; the third 

GemDuo will be used to connect to the small dangle. 
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MEDIUM COMPONENT 

FIGURE 5 

Step 7. On 28-inches of Fireline, string one 15⁰ and two SuperDuos three times. Sew through all the 

beads once more to form a circle, tie a knot leaving a 3-inch tail. Sew through one SuperDuo past the 

knot and step up through the open hole of the same SuperDuo. 

FIGURE 6 

Step 8. String one 15⁰, one GemDuo and one 15⁰, and sew through the next SuperDuo. String a 

GemDuo and sew through the next SuperDuo.  

Repeat Step 8 two more times. Sew through all the beads one more and set up through the open hole 

of the first GemDuo added in this step. 

FIGURE 7 

Step 9. String one 15⁰, one SuperDuo, one 15⁰, one SuperDuo and one 15⁰, and sew through the next 

GemDuo. Repeat five more times. Sew through all the beads once more and step up through the open 

hole of the first SuperDuo added in this step. 

CONNECT LARGE AND MEDIUM COMPONENTS 

FIGURE 8  

Step 10 (black thread). Position the medium component over one of the top two GemDuos on the 

large component. String one 15⁰ and sew through the SuperDuo (a to b). Continue through the 

GemDuo (of the large component) and the next SuperDuo (c to d).  

Step 11 (black thread). String one 15⁰ and sew back through the SuperDuo, GemDuo, SuperDuo and 

first 15⁰ added in Step 10 (d to a). Sew back through ONE SuperDuo (b) and step down through the 

bottom hole of the same SuperDuo. Sew through the next 15⁰, GemDuo, 15⁰ and SuperDuo. Step up 

through the open hole of the same SuperDuo. 

Step 12 (red thread). String one 15⁰ and sew through the SuperDuo. String one True2 and sew through 

the next SuperDuo. String one 15⁰ and sew back through the SuperDuo. Step down through the 

bottom hole of the same SuperDuo. Sew through the next 15⁰, GemDuo, 15⁰ and SuperDuo. Step up 

through the open hole of the same SuperDuo. 

Repeat Step 12 once more (red thread).  

Step 13 (green thread). String one 15⁰ and sew through the SuperDuo. String one VOURKOTI ending 

and sew through the next SuperDuo. String one 15⁰ and sew back through the SuperDuo, the 

VOURKOTI, SuperDuo and 15⁰.  

Repeat the thread path to exit the second 15⁰ added in this step (not shown in diagram). Sew through 

the SuperDuo and step down through the bottom hole of the same SuperDuo. Sew through the next 

15⁰, GemDuo, 15⁰ and SuperDuo. Step up through the open hole of the same SuperDuo. 

Step 14 (black thread). Repeat Step 12 two more times. Secure the thread with the component and 

trim excess. Weave in and trim the tail thread. 
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Step 15. Repeat Steps 4 through 14 to make and attach the second medium component. 

SMALL DANGLE 

FIGURE 9  

Step 16. On 16-inches of Fireline, repeat Step 7.  

ATTACH DANGLE TO LARGE COMPONENT 

Step 17. Positon dangle under the third GemDuo (bottom) of the large component. String one 15⁰ and 

sew through the GemDuo of the large component. String aone 15⁰ and sew through the next 

SuperDuo. 

Step 18. String one GemDuo and sew through the next SuperDuo. String one 15⁰, one GemDuo and 

one 15⁰, and sew through the next SuperDuo.  

Repeat Step 18 once more. 

Step 19. String one GemDuo and sew through the next SuperDuo. Sew through all the beads added in 

this step at least twice more. Secure the thread and trim excess. Weave in and trim the tail thread. 

ATTACH CHAIN AND CLASP 

Step 20. Using wire cutters, cut two 8-10” of chain. NOTE: Your chain length will depend on how long 

you prefer your necklace as well as how smoothly the beadwork lays. 

Step 21. Using pliers to open a jump ring, insert the VOURKOTI loop and one length of chain. Close the 

jump ring. 

Step 22. Using pliers open a jump ring, insert into other end of the chain and half of the clasp. Close 

the jump ring. 

Step 23. Repeat Steps 21 and 22 to add the chain and clasp to the other half of the necklace. 

You have now completed your Smooth as Velvet Necklace. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

Leslie Pope, or you may know her better as “Twisted Sistah Beads”, has a passion 
for beads that she loves to share with others. As Twisted Sistah, Leslie has 
exhibited and taught bead weaving classes up and down the East Coast. Leslie’s 
beaded creations have been featured in various magazines and books. You can 
also find her kits and tutorials at twistedsistahbeads.com and in the 
BeadSmith.com online library of patterns. Leslie is currently the Creative Designer 
at the BeadSmith, a global wholesaler of beads and jewelry-making supplies. As 
part of her job and as a member of the BeadSmith Inspiration Squad, she gets to 
design with all the newest beads so she can inspire beaders everywhere. 

 

  

https://twistedsistahbeads.com/
https://beadsmith.com/
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SMOOTH AS VELVET NECKLACE ILLUSTRATIONS BY LESLIE A POPE 
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