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ROMANA PENDANT 
by CAROLYN CAVE 

www.ladybeadledesigns.com 

Skill level: Advanced beginner and up 
Techniques: two-needle bead weaving; familiarity with multi-hole beads; opening/closing jump rings 
Finished diameter: 1 3/8 inches (36mm) 

MATERIALS 
3g Navette beads 
18 Round beads (2mm) 
1g size 11ᵒ seed beads 
3g size 15ᵒ seed beads 
18mm round stone, glass cabochon or two-hole 

cabochon bead 
1 metal bail 

1 5mm jump ring (5mm) 
Purchased chain or cord 
6lb. Fireline or D weight beading thread 
2 size 10 or 12 beading needles,  
Scissors or thread cutters 
Two pairs of pliers for working jump ring 
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TIPS 
• Before using two- or three-hole beads, inspect them to make sure that excess glass or coating is not 
blocking any of the holes, and that the bead is well-formed.  
• The right-hand needle will always be the one on the right, even if it was on the left in the step before. 
Position your work so that the threads cross horizontally in front of you.  
 
DESIGN OPTIONS 
• Make a few pendants and stitch them together for a necklace. 
• Add a tassel or decorate drop underneath the pendant. 
• If you like large earrings, make two of these and add ear wires. 
 
METHOD 
FIGURE 1 
1. Cut 1.5m (5 feet) of beading thread and attach a needle to each end. Sew through the edge hole of 
one navette (Fig. 1, gray thread). Center this bead on the thread. 
 
2. With the left-hand needle, pick up four 15ᵒs and one 11ᵒ. Sew through the middle hole of the Navette. 
Pick up one 2mm round (Fig. 1, purple thread). 
 
3. With the right-hand needle, pick up two 15ᵒs and one 11ᵒ. Sew through the 2mm bead picked up by 
the other needle, in the same direction, the middle hole of the Navette, and the 11ᵒ picked up by the 
other needle, in the same direction (Fig. 1, blue thread). Make sure that this group of beads is still at the 
centre of the thread. Pull gently on the thread ends till the beads sit snugly together. 
 
FIGURE 2 
4. With the left-hand needle, pick up four 15ᵒs and sew through the second edge hole of the Navette 
(Fig. 2, a-b, purple thread). With the right-hand needle, pick up one 11ᵒ and two 15ᵒs. Sew through the 
second edge hole of the Navette so the threads cross inside this hole (Fig. 2, a-b, blue thread). Pull the 
threads snug. 
 
5. With the left-hand needle, pick up one 11ᵒ and one Navette through an edge hole (Fig. 2, b-c, blue 
thread). With the right-hand needle, pick up one 11ᵒ, one 2mm and one 11ᵒ. Sew through the same 
edge hole of the next Navette, in the opposite direction, so the threads cross inside this hole (Fig. 2, b-c, 
purple thread). 
 
FIGURE 3 
6. Repeat Steps 2 and 5 five more times (Fig. 3, red, green, purple, blue, and orange threads). Make 
sure the 2mm rounds are all on the outside edge of the hexagon. In the last repeat do not pick up a new 
Navette but use the edge hole of the first Navette, to join one end of the hexagon to the other. The 
work will cup slightly. The domed side is the front. 
 
FIGURE 4 
NOTE: Use the left-hand thread to complete the following steps. 



©2020 ROMANA PENDANT by CAROLYN CAVE for the BEADSMITH 
 

Please respect my designs by not reselling or altering my patterns in any way. Do not replace or modify text, images, names, 
logos, or URLS. Feel free to recreate this design for personal use and limited sales but not for mass production. Permission to 

teach this pattern is exclusive to customers of The Beadsmith. 

7. Sew through the last 11ᵒ added between the Navettes on the inside of the hexagon, the edge hole of 
the sixth hexagon, the 11ᵒ, 2mm and 11ᵒ between the Navettes on the outside of the hexagon and the 
edge hole of the first Navette. This circular thread path will prevent the hexagon from coming undone 
where the current thread joins the start of the work. Heading in the opposite direction of Steps 2 
through 5, sew through the 11ᵒ between the first and sixth Navettes, four 15ᵒs, one 11ᵒ and the next 
three 15ᵒs along the inside edge of the sixth Navette (Fig. 4, a-b, pink thread). 
 
8. Pick up one 2mm round. Skip the next 15ᵒ, 11ᵒ and 15ᵒ. Sew through the three 15ᵒs, one 11ᵒ and the 
next three 15ᵒs along the inside edge of the next Navette (Fig. 4, b-c, orange thread). Repeat b-c five 
more times around the inside edge of the work (Fig.4, c-d, purple thread). 
 
9. Sew through the next 15ᵒ and 11ᵒ underneath the 2mm round added in the previous step and the 
edge hole of the next Navette moving ahead. Turn around and sew through the 11ᵒ, 2mm round and 11ᵒ 
between the fifth and sixth Navettes, along the outside edge of the work (Fig. 4, d-e, red thread). 
Pick up one 15ᵒand sew through the two 15ᵒs, 11ᵒ, 2mm round, 11ᵒ and two 15ᵒs along the top of the 
next Navette. Pick up one 15ᵒ and sew through the 11ᵒ, 2mm round and 11ᵒ between the two Navettes 
(Fig. 4, e-f, green thread). Repeat e-f five more times. You should be back at point e (Fig. 4, f-g, blue 
thread). 
 
Decide where you would like the loop for the bail to be. It will be stitched over a 2mm round bead, 
either one between the Navettes (as shown in the photos) or one over a Navette (as shown in the 
diagram). Sew along the outer edge to the location and exit the 11ᵒ in front of the chosen 2mm round.   
 
FIGURE 5 
10. Pick up seven 15ᵒs. Turn around and sew through the chosen 2mm round in the opposite direction 
that the round was being stitched. Sew through the seven 15ᵒs again, then the next 11ᵒ beside the 2mm.  
Continue sewing through this outer round of beads till you have gone completely around a second time. 
Sew along a little further, tying a few overhand knots along the way. Trim the thread. 
 

FIGURE 6 
NOTE: Use the right-hand thread to complete the following steps. 
11. Turn the work over and stitch from the cupped side, the back. Sew through the 11ᵒ, 2mm and 11ᵒ 
that are between the first and sixth Navettes, the edge hole of the sixth Navette heading towards the 
inside of the work, and the 11ᵒ between the sixth and first Navette (Fig. 6, a-b, purple thread). 
 
12. Pick up four 15ᵒs, one 11ᵒ and four 15ᵒs. Sew through the 11ᵒ that is between the next two Navettes 
(Fig. 6, b-c, green thread). Repeat b-c five more times around the inside of the hexagon, ending back at 
point b. To be in the correct place to start the next round, sew through the first four 15ᵒs and first 11ᵒ 
picked up in this round (Fig. 6, c-d, blue thread). 
 
FIGURE 7 
13. Pick up three 15ᵒs, one 11ᵒ and three 15ᵒs. Sew through the next 11ᵒ between the 15ᵒs of the 
previous round (Fig. 7, a-b, orange thread). Repeat a-b five more times. To be in the correct place to 
start the next round, sew through the first three 15ᵒs and first 11ᵒ picked up in this step (Fig. 7, b-c, 
green thread). Place the cabochon face down inside the basket you are creating. 
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14. Pick up two 15ᵒs, one 11ᵒ and two 15ᵒs. Sew through the next 11ᵒ between the 15ᵒs of the previous 
round (Fig. 7, c-d, red thread). Repeat c-d five times (Fig. 7, d-e, blue thread). Sew through the beads of 
this last round again. Start a third circuit through the beads, tying a few overhand knots in front of a size 
11ᵒ bead. Trim the thread. 
 
15. Open a jump ring using two pairs of pliers. Slip it through the loop made in Step 10. Add the metal 
ring of the bail and close the jump ring. Slip a purchased chain, ribbon or cord through the bail. 
 

 

Please respect the creative effort and time it has taken me as a Designer to produce this intricate bead 
work project, write and illustrate the tutorial, and make it available to you. Although every effort is taken 
to make these instructions as accurate as possible, variations in materials and individual stitching 
techniques may produce differences to the original design. 

You can find more of my tutorials, books and kits at www.ladybeadledesigns.com. 
 

ROMANA PENDANT ILLUSTRATIONS by CAROLYN CAVE 
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