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LOTUS BRACELET AND EARRINGS
by Carolyn Cave
www.ladybeadledesigns.com

One component, three looks! Use this easy-to-stitch motif to create a bracelet and a pair of
earrings, or a second wider bracelet.

Skill level: Advanced beginner AND UP
Techniques: familiarity with two-hole beads, ending/adding thread, opening/closing jump rings
Finished size: 6 %” (17cm)

MATERIALS for Bracelet MATERIALS for a pair of Earrings
1g size 11° seed beads 0.5g size 11° seed beads

2g (10 pieces) GemDuos 1g (4 pieces) GemDuos

11 Honeycomb beads 6 Honeycomb beads

11g (40 pieces) Paisley Duos 2g (16 pieces) Paisley Duos

30 size 2mm round beads 12 size 2mm round beads

2 size 5mm jump rings Pair of ear wires

Toggle clasp 6lb. Fireline

6lb. Fireline™

TOOLS: size 12 beading needle, scissors, two pairs of pliers for working jump rings
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TIPS:

e When a bead has more than one hole, it is important to know from which direction to pick it
up, and through which hole, so that the bead sits correctly in the design.

e Refer to Figure A for the terms used for GemDuo and Paisley Duo beads. Since Honeycomb
beads are symmetrical and the front and back are the same, it does not matter from which
direction they are picked up.

e Components are made individually and joined together as they are stitched.

BASIC COMPONENT

FIGURE 1

Cut 18 inches (45 cm) of beading thread. Attach a needle to one end and a stop bead about 2
inches (5cm) from the other end.

Step 1. Pick up a Honeycomb bead, two Paisley Duos through the tail from the outside, a 2mm
round bead and two Paisley Duos through the tail from the inside. Sew through the unused
second hole of the Honeycomb so the other beads form a loop along one edge of the
Honeycomb.

FIGURE 2

Step 2. Pick up two Paisley Duos through the tail from the outside, a 2mm round bead and two
Paisley Duos through the tail from the inside. Sew through the Honeycomb, through the hole
used first, in the same direction so these new beads form a loop along the other edge of the
honeycomb bead.

FIGURE 3

Step 3. Following the thread path, sew through all of the beads for a second time. When the
working thread meets the tail thread in front of the Honeycomb, undo the stop bead. Pull the
two thread ends to ensure the beads fit snugly together. Tie a square knot. Sew through the
Honeycomb and one Paisley Duo. Change direction and sew through the second hole of the
same Paisley Duo.

Step 4. Attach a needle to the tail thread. Sew through the beads in the other direction,
following the thread path. Tie a few overhand knots along the way and trim the thread.

FIGURE 4

Step 5 (a-b, green thread). Pick up one GemDuo through the upper hole from the left (or lower
hole from the right). Sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from the outside. Pick up
one 2mm round bead and sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from the outside. Pick
up one 11°, one Honeycomb and one 11°. Sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from
the inside. Pick up one 2mm round and sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from the
inside.

Step 6 (b-c, blue thread). Repeat Step 5 (a-b) around the other half of the beadwork
component.
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LOOP FOR THE CLASP
NOTE: A loop for the clasp is needed on the first and last components only.

FIGURE 5
Step 7 (a-b, purple thread). Following the thread path of the outer round, sew through six
beads — GemDuo, Paisley Duo, 2mm round, Paisley Duo, 11° and the first Honeycomb.

Step 8 (b-c, blue thread). Turn around and sew through the second hole of the Honeycomb.
The thread will run along the side of the bead. Pick up seven 11°s and sew again through the
second hole, in the same direction, so the size 11°s form a ring.

Step 9 (c-d, green thread). Sew through the 11°s for a second time and the Honeycomb for a
third time. Turn around and sew through the first hole of the Honeycomb. The thread will run
along the other side of the bead. Ensure that the thread is snug and all of the beads sit against
each other. Continue sewing through the outer round of the work. Tie a few overhand knots
along the way. Trim the thread.

SECOND COMPONENT
Cut 45 cm (18 inches) of beading thread. Attach a needle to one end and a stop bead about 2
inches (5cm) from the other end.

Step 10. Repeat Steps 1 to 3 of the Basic Component.

NOTE: The first component is stitched to the second component in the second round. Lay the
two components face up next to each other.

FIGURE 6

Step 11 (a-b, green thread). Pick up a GemDuo through the upper hole from the left (or lower
hole from the right). Sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from the outside. Pick up
one 2mm round bead and sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo, from the outside. Pick
up one 11°. Sew through the unused hole of the Honeycomb in the first component that is
opposite the loop for the clasp. Pick up one 11°. Sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo,
from the inside. Pick up one 2mm round and sew through the head of the next Paisley Duo,
from the inside.

Step 12 (b-c, blue thread). Repeat a-b of Step 5 around the other half of the beadwork
component. Finish the thread by sewing through the second round of the component, tying a
few overhand knots along the way. Trim the thread.

Step 13. Stitch three more components, adding each to the left side of the previous one. Make
a loop for the clasp on the unused GemDuo at the end of the bracelet repeating the directions
given in Step 7.

Step 14. Open one jump ring using two pairs of pliers. Slip the open jump ring into the loop of
11°s at one end of the necklace. Add one half of the toggle clasp and close the jump ring.
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Repeat with the second jump ring at the other end of the bracelet with the remaining half of
the toggle clasp.

EARRING - ONE VERTICAL COMPONENT
Cut 18 inches (45cm) of beading thread. Attach a needle to one end and a stop bead about 2
inches (5cm) from the other end.

Step 15. Repeat Steps 1 to 6 of the Basic Component.
Step 16. Repeat Step 7 to make a loop above a Honeycomb.

Step 17. Open the metal loop of the ear wire with two pairs of pliers. Slip it through the loop of
beads at the top of the earring, making sure it faces the right way. Close the metal loop.

Step 18. Make a second earring.

BONUS BRACELET (Eight Horizontal Components)

MATERIALS
e Ilgsize 11° seed beads e 48 size 2mm round beads
e 2g (9 pieces) GemDuos e 2 size 5mm jump rings
e 24 Honeycombs e Toggle clasp set
e 17g (64 pieces) Paisley Duos e 6lb. Fireline

Cut 18 inches (4 cm) of beading thread. Attach a needle to one end and a stop bead about 2
inches (5cm) from the other end.

Step 19. Repeat Steps 1 to 5 of the Basic Component.

LOOP FOR THE CLASP
NOTE: A bead loop for the clasp is needed on the first and last components only.

FIGURE 7

Step 20 (a-b, blue thread). Sew through the first GemDuo. Turn around and sew through the
second hole of the same GemDuo. The thread will run along the side of the bead. Pick up seven
11°s and sew again through the second hole, in the same direction, so the 11°s form a ring.

Step 21 (b-c, green thread). Sew through the 11°s for a second time and the GemDuo for a
third time. Turn around and sew through the first hole of the GemDuo. The thread will run
along the other side of the bead. Ensure that the thread is snug and all of the beads sit against
each other. Continue sewing through the outer round of the work. Tie a few overhand knots
along the way. Trim the thread.

SECOND COMPONENT
Cut 18 inches (45cm) of beading thread. Attach a needle to one end and a stop bead about 2
inches (5cm) from the other end.
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Step 22. Repeat Steps 1 to 5 of the Basic Component.

NOTE: The first component is stitched to the next in the second round. Lay the two components
face up next to each other.

FIGURE 8

Step 23 (a-b, green thread). Sew through the unused hole of the GemDuo of the first
component that is opposite the ring for the clasp. Sew through the head of the next Paisley
Duo, from the outside. Pick up one 2mm round bead and sew through the head of the next
Paisley Duo, from the outside. Pick up one 11°, one Honeycomb and one 11°. Sew through the
head of the next Paisley Duo, from the inside. Pick up one 2mm round and sew through the
head of the next Paisley Duo, from the inside.

Step 24 (b-c, blue thread). Repeat a-b of Step 5 around the other half of the beadwork
component. Finish the thread by sewing through the second round of the component, tying a
few overhand knots along the way. Trim the thread.

Step 25. Stitch six more components, adding each to the left side of the previous one. Make a
loop for the clasp on the unused GemDuo at the end of the bracelet using the directions given
in Step 20.

Step 26. Open one jump ring using two pairs of pliers. Slip the open jump ring into the loop of
11°s at one end of the necklace. Add one half of the toggle clasp and close the jump ring.
Repeat with the second jump ring at the other end of the bracelet with the remaining half of
the toggle clasp.

DESIGN OPTIONS (You will need additional supplies to complete)
e Make a V-shaped necklace using the horizontal method of attaching the component.
e To make the bracelet longer, simply add another component or two.
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